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March 29,7997

TO: Minerals File

FROM: Holland Shepherd, Senior Reclamation Special irtYtr&

RE: Site Inspection. Lisbon Valley Copper Mine. Sindor Incorporated.
M2037 132. San Juan County. Utah

Date of Inspection: March 22, 799I
Time of Inspection: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Conditions: Sunny, cold, wet
Attendees: Sal Venticinque, BLM; Mel Swensen, Sindor; Tony Gallegos and

Holland Shepherd, DOGM

Sindor, Incorporated is proposing to reopen the old Keystone/Wallace
Copper Mine in Lisbon Valley. Negotiations have been ongoing with the various
responsible regulatory agencies regarding the reactivation since the fall of 1990. This
inspection was in response to the pending reactivation of the site. Neither of the two
DOGM representatives above had seen the site in its entirety, previous to this
inspection.

Disturbance on the site was initiated in 1963 by Micro Copper. Remnants
of the old workings are found northeast of the Centennial Pit. The mine was later sold
to Keystone,/Wallace Corporation, which mined the site until the early 70's. Portions of
these old disturbances will not be redisturbed by Sindor leaving behind an extensive
disturbed area consisting of two large pits and thousands of cubic yards of waste
material. Areas associated with pits and dumps are in extremely poor condition.

The existing Centennial Pit will be reimpacted. Sindor intends to re-enter
this pit, mining approximately 100 feet deeper and expanding the pit to the north. The
pit contains a large amount of carbonaceous shale which is considered waste
overburden material. It will be extracted from the pit and placed in waste dumps
northwest of the pit. It is not to be used for any type of commercial product.
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The pit did contain water during this inspection. The depth was
approximately L foot. According to Mr. Swensen, the depth will increase to about 5 /
feet, by the end of May. The water appeared clear and contained some salamanders. /
Riparian vegetation was evident on the south edge of the pond, growing in the non-
carbonaceous material. The carbonaceous material appears to be intolerable to plants.

Two other pits, the GTO and Micro are not to be re-disturbed by Sindor.
The GTO, the larger of the two, is very extensive and somewhat larger than the
Centennial Pit; it also contains water.
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